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ROGER KLOUDA OF M.S.I. MOLD BUILDERS
AMBA’S MOLD BUILDER OF THE YEAR

Roselle, IL: Roger Klouda, President of M.S.I. Mold Builders with headquarters in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, received the 2006 Mold Builder of the Year Award from the American Mold Builders Association at the group’s annual convention in Maui, March 5-9.

Each year the AMBA awards a deserving member with this honor based on the person’s achievements in business, and support of and participation in the mold manufacturing industry. Roger Klouda has demonstrated his life-long commitment to the industry and to building a strong business that currently consists of three facilities. In addition to the headquarters plant, there is M.S.I. Mold Builders (South Division) in Bentonville, Arkansas, and M.S.I. Mold Builders Southeast in Greenville, SC. The company was founded by Klouda’s parents, CharLes and Ed Klouda, in 1971.

“He [Ed] had the vision as far as being in this industry, and my vision was to be different in this industry,” Klouda commented in an interview. “The fact that I wasn’t a moldmaker gave me a different perspective on the industry. I didn’t know more or less than people who grew up as moldmakers in this industry, it was just different.”

M.S.I. Mold Builders’ expansions were a result of Roger Klouda’s vision of the company’s growth strategy to meet customer requirements for full-service facilities in specific geographic regions. M.S.I. builds large molds, up to 60,000 pounds, with short leads times designed to beat offshore deliveries through early supplier involvement and lean manufacturing. 

In fact, Klouda has been a cheer-leader for lean manufacturing practices for mold manufacturers, having implemented lean principles at M.S.I. company wide. He has given presentations on implementing lean for mold manufacturers to several industry groups, including an AMBA Fall Conference and for the Society of Plastics Industry (SPI). 

Klouda’s dedication to the industry can be seen in his untiring efforts with industry trade groups. He serves on the Board of Directors of the AMBA, and also serves as an officer on the National Board of the SPI. He was a participant in the SPI’s establishment of the plastics pavilion at Disney’s Epcot Center, and built the molds for that exhibit. Klouda is always willing to share his knowledge and expertise with his fellow mold manufacturers, to help strengthen the U.S. mold manufacturing industry.

Judges for the 2006 award included Jeff Sloan, Publisher (formerly Group Editor) for Canon Communications’ plastics industry trade magazines including Modern Plastics Worldwide, Plastics Machinery & Auxiliaries, and Injection Molding Magazine; Jeff Mengel, partner in the consulting firm Plante & Moran LLC and consultant for companies in the plastics processing and mold building industries; and Glenn Beall of Glenn Beall & Associates 
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